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MODAL VERBS:

o Modal Verbs konnen nie allein stehen; sie stehen immer vor einem anderen Verb, auf das sie

sich beziehen.

o Nach einem Modal Verb steht immer ein Verb in der Base Form.
o Modal Verbs konnen nicht in einer Progressive Tense stehen.

Die wichtigsten Modal Verbs sind:

can be able to He was able to climb the rock. konnen, in der
(could*®) (He could* climb the rock.) Lage sein
may be allowed to I was allowed to go out yesterday. diirfen, die
Erlaubnis haben
must have to We will have to learn more. miissen

Die Ersatzformen miissen in allen Tenses auler der Present Tense* verwendet werden.
Oft werden sie auch in Fragen und Verneinungen benétigt.

(* Can kann in der Past Tense entweder zu was/were able to oder could werden.)

Andere Bedeutungen:

can = may Frage Can I have some cheese? konnen, diirfen
May I have some cheese?

could hofliche Frage Could you open the window? konntest du...

could = might Vermutung We could come a bit late. konnte vielleicht
We might come a bit late.

need not Verneinung von She need_not do any homework. nicht miissen

must
must not Strenges Verbot You must not go through that door! nicht diirfen

need to = must statt have to

sollen, miissen

You need to clean your room!

must vorwurfsvolle Must you always be so loud? “musst du denn
Frage immer...”
shall Frage/Vorschlag | Shall I buy you a drink? soll ich...
should Ratschlag You should learn more. sollte
ought to Ratschlag 1 ought to learn more for school. sollte eigentlich
would -Vermutung 1 think he wouldn’t pass the test. wiirde
-hofl. Frage Would you like an ice cream?
-hofl. Antwort That would be very nice!
want to = I want to see the film. wollen
would like to (hoflicher) 1 would like to see the film. gerne wollen
Achtung:
should have + 3" form hitte (tun/sein) sollen/miissen You should have called.
could have + 3" form hitte (tun/sein) konnen He could have been there.
may have + 3" form konnte gewesen sein/getan haben He may have stolen the car.
would have + 3" form wire gewesen/hétte getan 1 would have called the police.
must have + 3" form muss gewesen sein/getan haben She must have gone.
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